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Current and future tourism 
trends
Southeast Asia, South Asia, and East Asia



2024 Annual Research: Key HighlightsASIA-PACIFIC

Asia Pacific Key Data

Total GDP contribution: Total Travel & Tourism jobs: 

2019

2023

2025
(E)

2034
(F)

9.7%
USD 3.05TN

Of Total
Economy

7.3%
USD 2.59TN

8.7%
USD 3.22TN

11.2%
USD 5.83TN

Change in 2020:

-56.9%
Annual Change:

+71.2%
( -15.3% vs 2019)

Economy Change: +4.4%

Annual Change:
+24.5% 

( 5.5% vs 2019)

CAGR (2024 - 2034)
+6.1%

Economy CAGR (2024 - 2034):
+3.5%
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183.69 MN
=10.1%

(Share of Global Jobs)

181.73 MN
=9.6%

190.59 MN
=10.0%

254.77 MN
=12.5%

Change in 2020:

-21.2%

Annual Change:
+11.2%

(-1.1% vs 2019)

Annual Change:
+4.9%

(3.8% vs 2019)

New Jobs (2034 vs 2024)

64.18 MN
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Source: UN Tourism, ADB, McKinsey, Euromonitor, WTTC

Growing tourism trends
Pre-pandemic Present Future

Rising Awareness on 
Sustainability

Digital Presence Fulfillment

Pursuit of Healthy Lifestyle

Digital Nomads & Bleisure

Polycentric Lifestyle

Rise of Technology & 
Personalisation

Shift to Domestic & Regional 
Travels

Rise of Sustainable & Niche 
Tourism 

Reliance of Technology & 
Personalisation 

https://www.unwto.org/impact-assessment-of-the-covid-19-outbreak-on-international-tourism
https://www.adb.org/sites/default/files/publication/784186/covid-19-future-tourism-asia-pacific.pdf
https://www.mckinsey.com/featured-insights/mckinsey-explainers/what-is-the-future-of-travel
https://www.euromonitor.com/article/reimagining-tourism-top-three-travel-trends-in-asia-pacific-2024
https://www.deloitte.com/content/dam/assets-zone2/fr/no-index/docs/industries/consumer/2024/wttc-consumer-trends-report-2023.pdf


Tourism behavior 
post Covid 19
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Tourism behaviour

Bleisure Travel Personalization

Active Ecotourism Wellness Travel
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Tourism behaviour

Staycation Tech-Empowered Travel

Experience Tourism Sustainable Tourism



Visitor Forecasts
A focus on ASEAN



Forecast of visitor arrivals into Asia Pacific 
2025 - 2027, by Scenario
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Source:
● National Tourist Offices/National Statistics Offices; compiled by PATA
● PATA Asia Pacific Visitor Forecasts 2025-2027



Forecast of visitor arrivals into 
Southeast Asia 2025 - 2027, by Scenario
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Source:
● National Tourist Offices/National Statistics Offices; 

compiled by PATA
● PATA Asia Pacific Visitor Forecasts 2025-2027

● Under Medium Scenario, 
Southeast Asia see a moderate 
recovery to 119.8% by 2027, 
suggesting consistent growth 
across the region.

● Even under challenging 
conditions, recovery reaches 
98.41% of pre-pandemic levels 
by 2027, showcasing resilience.

● Thailand, Singapore, and 
Vietnam are driving Southeast 
Asia's recovery, with strong 
growth across all scenarios.

● Regional resilience is evident, 
with even the Severe scenario 
showing recovery nearing pre-
pandemic levels by 2027.

● Domestic and intra-regional 
travel demand continues to be 
a key driver for countries like 
Indonesia and Malaysia.
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Forecast ranking into Southeast Asia Destination
2025 - 2026, by medium scenario

Data are in millions. Exclude arrivals into Brunei Darussalam.
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Japan and Southeast Asia IVAs Forecasts
2025 - 2027, by medium scenario



Forecast of visitor arrivals into 
Northeast Asia 2025 - 2027, by Scenario
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Destination, 
medium scenario 2019

2024 
(estimated) 2025 2026 2027

China 145.3 141.6 146.5 151.3 155.5
Hong Kong SAR 55.9 45.9 65.6 67.2 69.8
Japan 31.9 36.3 42.7 45.7 48.8
Macao, China 39.4 35.3 39.9 41.9 44.1
Korea (ROK) 17.3 17.2 21 22.3 23.6
Chinese Taipei 11.9 7.7 8.6 9.2 9.8
Mongolia 0.6 0.9 1.1 1.2 1.3
Total 302.3 284.9 325.3 338.9 352.9

Source:
● National Tourist Offices/National Statistics Offices; 

compiled by PATA
● PATA Asia Pacific Visitor Forecasts 2025-2027

● Mild Scenario projects the 
most robust growth, with 
arrivals reaching 396 million by 
2027 (131% of 2019 levels).

● Medium Scenario suggests 
moderate recovery, reaching 
352 million by 2027 (117% of 
2019 levels).

● Northeast Asia is set for a 
strong rebound, particularly 
under the Mild and Medium 
Scenarios.

● China, Japan, and Korea (ROK) 
are key drivers of the region's 
recovery.

● In the Mild Scenario, arrivals 
skyrocket to 150% of pre-
pandemic levels by 2027.

● Even in the Severe Scenario, 
Hong Kong still sees notable 
growth, reaching 98% of 2019 
levels.



Forecast of visitor arrivals into 
South Asia 2025 - 2027, by Scenario
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Source:
● National Tourist Offices/National Statistics Offices; 

compiled by PATA
● PATA Asia Pacific Visitor Forecasts 2025-2027

● Total arrivals grow from 15.8M 
in 2019 to 20.1M by 2027 (127.2% 
of 2019 levels).

● India dominates South Asia’s 
tourism recovery, influencing 
regional trends.

● Maldives and Sri Lanka emerge 
as top performers, benefiting 
from strong leisure demand.

● Nepal and Bhutan show steady 
but slower growth, indicating 
reliance on niche travel 
segments.

Destination, 
medium scenario 2019

2024 
(estimated) 2025 2026 2027

India 10.9 10.3 11.3 12.0 12.8

Sri Lanka 1.9 2.1 2.6 2.8 3.0

Maldives 1.7 2.1 2.3 2.5 2.6

Nepal 1.2 1.1 1.5 1.6 1.7

Bhutan 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1

Total 15.8 15.6 17.8 19.0 20.1



High-added-value tourism



Art and Photography 
Workshops

Language and 
Culinary Classes



Guided Historical 
Walks

Heritage Trails



Eco-Friendly Outdoor 
Activities

Conservation 
Projects



Rural Homestays 
Opportunities

Agritourism 
Opportunities



Cultural and Music 
Festivals

Themed Community 
Events



Paul@PATA.org

www.PATA.org

CONTACT

For more information

Pacific Asia Travel Association 
Unit 908 9th Floor No.111 True Digital Park Unicorn Building
Sukhumvit Road Bang Chak, Phra Khanong, Bangkok 10260

©2023 Pacific Asia Travel Association
All rights reserved. No part of this presentation may be reproduced in whole or in part without written permission of the publisher. www.PATA.or

g

Paul Pruangkarn
Chief of Staff
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Thank You
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