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A Study on How to Promote the Utilization of the Subsidy Scheme for Urban Railways: Focused on “Act on Enhancement
of Convenience of Urban Railways, etc.”

By Shigeru YOKOTA

As one of the key policy issues for the improvement of urban railways, it has been realized in recent years that “qualitative
development (improvement of convenience)” should also be focused on in addition to “quantitative development (increase of
transport capacity)”. This study focuses on the utilization of the subsidy scheme law “Act on Enhancement of Convenience of
Urban Railways, etc.”in order to address these policy issues. This study conducted interviews with the stakeholders of currently
being implemented projects under this law (local governments, railway infrastructure holders, and railway operators).

Considering diverse opinions about desirable or undesirable aspects of the law as pointed out during the interviews, problems
for the utilization of the law by each stakeholder’s point of view are listed, and the measures to solve these problems are sug-
gested.

Key Words : urban railway, subsidy scheme, utilization, Act on Enbancement of Convenience of Urban Railways, etc.
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