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Improving the System of Land Acquisition for Public Works in Japan Aimed at Consensus Building Among Residents
— A Comparison With German National Autobahn Projects System —

By Masako MUROTA

There are many instance of community opposition to land acquisition for public works in Japan. Such opposition is

commonly about false necessity of the projects, damage of natural environment and land use, and lack of counter measure to

minimize the environmental impact in surrounding areas. This paper analyzes the system of consensus building among residents

in German national autobahn projects. The German system has four-steps of consensus building and decision. Each step has

the systems of information disclosure and exchange of opinions. Decision procedure for finalizing the plan has the most

important role to play for consensus building in public work projects, particularly for the smooth execution of land

acquisition. In German system, all benefits should be adjusted, and decision procedure for finalizing the plan should go through

official announcement and public inspection and hearing. This information includes effects and measures of works on each

inhabitant. This system also guarantees stability and efficiency of the plan. This paper proposed adoption of this system and

discussed problems

Key Words ; land purchase, residents participation, German legal system, progress system of public project
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