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Date: 07/18/2025
Initiated By: AIR-600

Subject: Type Certification—Powered-lift AC No: 21.17-4

1 PURPOSE.

1 This advisory circular (AC) provides guidance for the type, production, and
airworthiness certification of powered-lift. This AC also designates the airworthiness
criteria in appendix A as an acceptable means, but not the only means. of showing
compliance with title 14 of the Code of Federal Regulations (14 CFR) 21.17(b) for
Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) type certification of certain powered-lift.

12 This is a guidance document. Its content is not legally binding in its own right and will
not be relied upon by the Department as a separate basis for affirmative enforcement
action or other administrative penalty. Conformity with the guidance document is
voluntary only. Nonconformity will not affect rights and obligations under existing
statutes and regulations.

7 RELATED MATERIAL.

5

B Title 14, Code of Federal Regulations.
The full text of these regulations is available at https://www.ecfr.gov.

o Part 1. Definitions and Abbreviations.

o Part 21, Certification Procedures for Products and Articles.

e Part 23, dirworthiness Standards: Normal Category Airplanes.

e Part 25, dirworthiness Standards: Transport Category Airplanes.
e Part 27, dirworthiness Standards: Normal Category Rotorcraff.

o Part 29, dirworthiness Standards: Transport Category Rotorcraft.
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