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Greeting message at the presentation ceremony
for the JTTRI Special Award in the 2021 EASTS

International Conference in Hiroshima

Good afternoon from Japan, everyone. I am Masafumi
Shukuri, Chairman of the Japan Transport and Tourism
Research Institute, JTTRI.

It 1s my privilege to present the JTTRI Special Award
today in the International Conference of EASTS 2021 in

Hiroshima.

In the previous conference in Colombo in 2019, we
launched the JTTRI Special Award to the most
outstanding thesis entry in the field of public
transportation and active mobility.

This 1s the second time this program awards a winner.

Professor Jaehak Oh, President of EASTS, is my close
associate who also serves as the President of the Korea
Transport Institute, which has close ties with the JTTRI.

I am delighted to see the first EASTS conference under
Prof. Oh’s leadership held in Hiroshima, even under the
COVID-19 pandemic.

So, we would like to express our sincere gratitude to
everyone at EASTS including Prof. Oh, Prof. Chiou,
Chairperson of International Scientific Committee, and



Prof. Fujiwara, Chair of EASTS 2021 Conference

Committee.

In 1991, the JTTRI established Japan International
Transport and Tourism Institute, JITTI USA, in
Washington, D.C., USA to strengthen cooperation
between North America Region and dJapan, which
represents our stress on international activities toward
foreign countries including Asian friends as well as

Western partners.

On April 1st this year, we opened the ASEAN-India
Regional Office, AIRO, in Bangkok, Thailand to reinforce
our networking and collaborating activities in ASEAN and
South Asian countries, which have strong ties with Japan.

Seizing the opportunity of the AIRO opening, we wish
to work even more closely with the EASTS and

researchers in Asian countries than ever before.

In presenting the JTTRI Special Award, let me conclude
my speech by thanking all the stakeholders who have
provided understanding and dedicated efforts and ask you
all to continue offering your support for and cooperation

with our activities.

Now, please move on to the announcement of the winner

of the JTTRI Special Award.
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